
 

   LEGAL PROTECTIONS FOR PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICIALS: DOXING 

Nevada Fact Sheet 

50-State Survey Summary  
Doxing involves collecting personal information about an individual, such as their home address and personal phone 

number, and publishing that information on the internet. This personal information may be used by viewers to send 

threatening mail or other harassing messages and to stage protests in front private residences. Nationwide, state and 

local public health officials working to protect the public from COVID-19 are on the receiving end of threatening and 

harassing conduct for simply fulfilling their duty to protect the public health. One form of such conduct is doxing. In 

response, the Network conducted research to examine whether the states and Washington, D.C., have criminal statutes 

or laws that establish private rights of action to punish individuals who engage in doxing that targets public health officials. 

Our research is presented in this chart. Thirteen states have adopted statutes to protect members of the public and/or 

those in certain professional occupations from doxing. Ten states protect all persons, Minnesota only applies to law 

enforcement officials, and Colorado and Oklahoma apply to a specific list of government officials. For example, Colorado’s 

law includes protections for “public health workers” and Oklahoma’s law applies to “public health officials.” Additionally, 

Kentucky offers both a criminal and civil remedy, Nevada and Oregon only have a civil remedy available, and the 

remaining ten states have enacted only criminal sanctions. States marked with an “x” have no such doxing statute.  

Below is more information on Nevada’s law.  

Dissemination of Personal Identifying or 

Sensitive Information 

 

Nevada Remedies; Special Actions and Proceedings, AB 296 § 1 Action for dissemination of personal identifying 
information or sensitive information 

1. Except as otherwise provided in subsection 3, a person may bring a civil action against another person if: 

(a) The other person disseminates any personal identifying information or sensitive information of the person without 

the consent of the person, knowing that the person could be identified by such information: 
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(1) With the intent to aid, assist, encourage, facilitate, further or promote any criminal offense which would be 

reasonably likely to cause death, bodily injury or stalking; or 

(2) With the intent to cause harm to the person and with knowledge of or reckless disregard for the reasonable 

likelihood that the dissemination of the information may cause death, bodily injury or stalking; and 

(b) The dissemination of the personal identifying information or sensitive information: 

(1) Would cause a reasonable person to fear the death, bodily injury or stalking of himself or herself or a close 

relation; or 

(2) Causes the death, bodily injury or stalking of the person whose information was disseminated or a close 

relation of the person. 

 

2. If a person is found liable to a person whose information was disseminated pursuant to subsection 1, the person whose 

information was disseminated may recover damages, reasonable attorney's fees and costs. 

 

3. The provisions of this section do not apply to the dissemination of personal identifying information or sensitive 

information: 

(a) For the purposes of reporting conduct reasonably believed to be unlawful; 

(b) Which depicts a law enforcement officer acting under the color of law or an elected officer of the State of Nevada 

or any of its political subdivisions acting in an official capacity; 

(c) Gathered in the exercise of the constitutionally protected rights of freedom of speech and assembly; or 

(d) Which is a good faith communication in furtherance of the right to petition or the right to free speech in direct 

connection with an issue of public concern, as defined in NRS 41.637. 

 

4. Each person who is found liable under this section for the same dissemination of personal identifying information or 

sensitive information is jointly and severally liable for the damages, reasonable attorney's fees and costs awarded by the 

court. 

 

5. Upon a motion by a party in a civil action brought under this section, a court may issue a temporary restraining order or 

a permanent or temporary injunction to prevent the dissemination of any personal identifying information or sensitive 

information of a person. 

 

6. This section must not be construed to impose liability on any interactive computer service for any content provided by 

another person. 

 

7. As used in this section: 

(a) “Close relation” means a current or former spouse or domestic partner, parent, child, sibling, stepparent, 

grandparent or any person who regularly resides in the household or who, within the immediately preceding 6 months, 

regularly resided in the household. 

(b) “Interactive computer service” has the meaning ascribed to it in 47 U.S.C. § 230(f)(2). 

(c) “Law enforcement officer” means any person upon whom some or all of the powers of a peace officer are 

conferred pursuant to NRS 289.150 to 289.360, inclusive. 

(d) “Personal identifying information” has the meaning ascribed to it in NRS 205.4617. 

(e) “Sensitive information” means information concerning: 

(1) The sexual orientation of a person; 

(2) Whether a person is transgender or has undergone a gender transition; or 

(3) The human immunodeficiency virus status of a person. 

 (f) “Stalking” means a violation of NRS 200.575. 

 

Relevant Definitions 
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Telecommunications, 47 U.S.C.A. § 230 Protection for private blocking and screening of offensive material 

“Interactive computer service” means any information service, system, or access software provider that provides or 

enables computer access by multiple users to a computer server, including specifically a service or system that provides 

access to the Internet and such systems operated or services operated by libraries or educational institutions. 

Nevada Crimes and Punishments, § 205.4617 “Personal identifying information” defined 

 

1. Except as otherwise provided in subsection 2, “personal identifying information” means any information designed, 

commonly used or capable of being used, alone or in conjunction with any other information, to identify a living or 

deceased person or to identify the actions taken, communications made or received by, or other activities or transactions 

of a living or deceased person, including, without limitation: 

(a) The current or former name, driver's license number, identification card number, social security number, checking 

account number, savings account number, credit card number, debit card number, financial services account number, 

date of birth, place of employment and maiden name of the mother of a person. 

(b) The unique biometric data of a person, including, without limitation, the fingerprints, facial scan identifiers, 

voiceprint, retina image and iris image of a person. 

(c) The electronic signature, unique electronic identification number, address or routing code, telecommunication 

identifying information or access device of a person. 

(d) The personal identification number or password of a person. 

(e) The alien registration number, government passport number, employer identification number, taxpayer 

identification number, Medicaid account number, food stamp account number, medical identification number or health 

insurance identification number of a person. 

(f) The number of any professional, occupational, recreational or governmental license, certificate, permit or 

membership of a person. 

(g) The number, code or other identifying information of a person who receives medical treatment as part of a 

confidential clinical trial or study, who participates in a confidential clinical trial or study involving the use of 

prescription drugs or who participates in any other confidential medical, psychological or behavioral experiment, study 

or trial. 

(h) The utility account number of a person. 

 

2. To the extent that any information listed in subsection 1 is designed, commonly used or capable of being used, alone or 

in conjunction with any other information, to identify an artificial person, “personal identifying information” includes 

information pertaining to an artificial person. 

Nevada Crimes and Punishments, § 200.575 Stalking: Definitions; penalties; entry of finding in judgment of 
conviction or admonishment or rights 

“Stalking” occurs when a person, without lawful authority, willfully or maliciously engages in a course of conduct directed 

towards a victim that would cause a reasonable person under similar circumstances to feel terrorized, frightened, 

intimidated, harassed or fearful for his or her immediate safety or the immediate safety of a family or household member, 

and that actually causes the victim to feel terrorized, frightened, intimidated, harassed or fearful for his or her immediate 

safety or the immediate safety of a family or household member. 

 

Penalties 
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Nevada Remedies; Special Actions and Proceedings, AB 296 § 1 Action for dissemination of personal identifying 
information or sensitive information 

The victim of a person who engages the activity described in AB 296 § 1 may bring a civil action against their alleged 

tortfeasor. If the victim is successful, they may recover damages and reasonable attorney’s fees and costs from the 

tortfeasor.   

Summary 

A person may be civilly liable for dissemination of personal identifying or sensitive information if they disseminate such 

information about another person knowing the person could be identified. A person must disseminate the information with 

the intent to aid, assist, encourage, facilitate, or promote any criminal offense against the person or by acting with reckless 

disregard that dissemination could likely result in a person’s death, bodily injury, or stalking. Such dissemination would 

cause a reasonable person to fear such harms for themselves or a person close to them. A person who engages in this 

behavior may face a civil suit.  

 

Template for Notifying Violators 

Below is a sample template for notifying perpetrators regarding their conduct relative to the code. 

Nevada Remedies; Special Actions and Proceedings, AB 296 § 1 subjects a person who disseminates personal 

identifying or sensitive information of another to civil liability if the information is shared with intent to cause harm or 

facilitate a criminal offense. [Insert here a description of the conduct with a date – for example: On August 28, 2021, you 

shared the Nevada Health and Human Services Director’s address on Facebook.] This may subject you to liability 

pursuant to AB 296 § 1. If found liable you will be responsible for damages and attorney’s fees and costs.  

 

 


